I even believe that this is most desirable, because if put off much longer, the chances are that it will be elaborated upon grounds which may perhaps afterwards prove less correct. The solution here, more perhaps than any where else, must be sought in a compromise between geographers and geologists. The geographer will be readily inclined to accept a large river valley as a division between mountains. The Indus, in its course from east to west, forms a striking boundary, for a geographer, between two great mountain systems; the Hunza river below the Batura glacier in its course from north to south likewise forms a dividing line between two lofty mountain groups; and as this river is in the most westerly part of the Karakoram main chain, it is only natural that the geographer will be inclined to consider the striking Hunza gorge as the western extremity of the Karakoram, and to include the mountain group on the other side in a more westerly mountain system. For the geologist a river will be little else than an accidental phenomenon in the tectonic build of the Earth's surface. It will perhaps not be difficult for him to prove that the mountains north and south of the Indus valley arose in the same geological epoch, and that we find the same geological formations in both mountains. It will be still easier for him to show that the group west of the Hunza river dates from the same geological epoch as the chain eastwards of this stream, and that both consist of the same minerals, and are none other than parts of one and the same chain of mountains.
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The geographer, adhering to his geographical standpoint, will then draw two lines, one through the Indus valley and one through the Hunza valley, which both indicate the limits between mountain systems. Nevertheless there is a very great difference between the two valleys. The Indus flows for a great distance through a mighty longitudinal Tertiary dividing line, which owes its origin to a tectonic movement of the Earth's crust; the Hunza, on the other hand, flows through a transverse gorge which the river, if not altogether, at least for the greater part, has made for itself through the Karakoram chain. As regards the Indus the geologist will, in my opinion, have to give in slightly, and as regards the Hunza the geographer will have to concede. It will be easy in the former case for the geologist, because he too may consider the Indus valley as a very striking geological phenomenon; while in the latter case the geographer will readily admit that the accidental presence of a river valley is no reason for adding a part of the Karakoram to another mountain range to which it does not actually belong.
One As far as the nomenclature is concerned I am in agreement for a great part with the views of Major Mason. I fully realize that one should preserve the old historic names wherever possible, be it alone for the sake of the travellers who explored the Central Asian Highlands in years gone by. On the other hand, there should be no hesitation in handling alterations which serve to prevent labouring on further on a faulty basis. I hope that at the same time the different demands made upon names will be kept in view. In my opinion the inhabitants of the regions can only be interested in the names of the details. The names employed for the principal division will be chiefly of service to geographers and geologists. I therefore consider that it is immaterial whether the name Karakoram is known to the inhabitants in Hunza or not. Supposing they give another name to the Karakoram, as they are acquainted with it there, then that name would very well be given to that group, just as the Bernese Oberland is a group name in the Alps. I therefore hope that if subsequently it should prove that one of the chains to the east of the Shyok river is a continuation of the Karakoram, there will be no hesitation in including those mountains in the Karakoram System, no matter how the inhabitants of one or other of the valleys may denote those mountains. The giving of the name Karakoram is exclusively of interest to geographers, but to them it is vital. In that region one should also be free to give a local name to one or more subdivisions (groups). At times I ask myself whether too much importance is not attached to a local name, for in some instances the inhabitants of several valleys have different names for one and the same mountain.
In the discussions already held the significance of the word Karakoram was also considered.
It is regrettable that owing to an unfortunate concurrence of circumstances this name was given to one of the most magnificent snow chains of the Earth. Now that not only are the mountains known by the name of Karakoram but the name itself has obtained a trustworthy sound amongst travellers and geographers, I hope that an alteration therein will never be thought of again. That the outward appearance of the mountains bears no resemblance to its name cannot be an objection, to my mind. 
